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ANIGHT IN ADIRONDACK: TWO OR THREE STORIES BEHIND THE VARIETIES
OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

Shin’ichi YOSHINAGA

ABSTRACT: William James had a strange and mystical experience he called Walpurgisnacht in July,
1897. The night was important for writing The Varieties of Religious Experience in some ways. Saul
Rosenzweig thinks there was a hidden love affair between him and a girl student behind the scene,
giving a Freudian interpretation of it. The girl, Pauline Goldmark, was a descendant of the Jewish
family who believed in Jakob Frank(s§ messianism. Its doctrines are similar to what James claimed in
his book.
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