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MIZUNOE-NO-URASHIMA: TSUI-NO-TAMATEBAKO

Takano Shrine in the Province of Tango is also called the Shrine of Itsuki

because “itsuki”, or a shrine maiden, lives there. The maiden of the shrine

b o0° 1) QKEES K E NN ElNVERKREVOVE ML [HE
R NBERuSY S0
is selected from among those in Ichiba Village in the province. Among the

girls in the village, one born in a house on whose roof the arrow shot from
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Takano Shrine has fallen is called Itsuki-himé. She is regarded as the
daughter of a god.

There once lived in Yosa County in the Province of Tango a handsome
man whose name was Mizunoé-no-Urashima. Itsuki-himé fell in love with
Urashima at first sight at the age of twelve or thirteen, and came to avoid
being seen in public as a shrine maiden. Urashima took leave of her, saying,
“T'll be back soon.”

popular with women, particularly ama, or female divers, who lived close by.

He was a fisherman. Being handsome, he was very

So he was called “a crafty rascal” by other men. He was hated especially by
his elder brother named Miznoé-hyoé who was an ugly man.

As is written in Jinja Keim6 [On Shinto Shrines], itsuki-himé in general
retires from her office and returns home when she has her first period. It
is because she is under divine protection that, alone in the mountain, she is
not afraid of boar or wolves, nor do wild beasts dare come near her. Itisa
common practice at Isé Jingii [Isé Shrine] and at Kamo Jinja [Kamo Shrine]
that they offer up itsuki to a deity. Though itsuki at Takano Shrine is not
a princess, she is dedicated to a god according to customs at Kashima Jingi.

The aforesaid Itsuki-himé also had her first period, and returned home.
Her parents had intended to marry her off to someone else, but as she herself
wished, she married Urashima. His elder brother loved her and wooed her,
but she continually rejected him. She had a chronic chest illness, and
regularly took medicine to relieve the pain it caused.

The conjugal affection deepened, when at the break of day she took out of

=9

her bosom a mirror called “shi-sui-kyo” which had emerged from the sea.

“This mirror has the virtue of bringing rain in answer to your prayers during
If T should
die before you, please keep this and use it if necessay,” she said. Urashima
thanked her.

Urashima’s elder brother did not attain his desire.

drought, and can bring good fishing in the sea when necessary.

Besides, he made a
poorer catch than Urashima in part because he did not possess the magic
mirror. Thus he hated Itsuki-himé, and put poison in her medicine. She
took it unknowingly, and died an untimely death.

After the death of his wife, Urashima fished for the first time in a long

Unusual as it was, however, he couldn’t catch any fish but caught
Remembering the saying, “A turtle lives ten thousand

time.
only a small turtle.
years,” he took pity on it and returned it to the sea. “Ten thousand years”
reminded him of his wife. He took out the mirror that she had left and
looked in it. He said, “It makes my heart ache to remember my wife.”
Then, he dropped the mirror into the sea.

That night, Urashima slept in his boat. At the hour of the Rat (about
twelve o’clock midnight), a woman of about 16 appeared from nowhere and
woke him up. She looked exactly like his deceased wife. “Wake up, please,”
“Who are you?” asked
Urashima. To this question she answered, “I have come because you are so
sad. To tell the truth, I am the turtle that you saved today. Would you
like to come with me to my abode?”

After midnight, as the bell tolled the fifth ko (from three to five in the
morning), the woman took Urashima into the sea, which was at high tide.
It was not long before he saw the gate of RytigQ, or the Palace of the Dragon
King. Half asleep and half awake, he arrived at the palace. There were a
lot of fish, and the plate on the tower gate was inscribed with the name of
Large fish formed in a line and greeted Oto-himé. “A

she said. “I have something important to tell you.”

the palace, “Ryugt”.
stranger must have cajoled our princess,” said a lobster.
the Kabuki actor Ichikawa Komazo,” said a fish.

“Oh, I am quite embarrassed! I am Oto-himé, the sea-god’s daughter.
You are such a handsome man that I transformed myself into a turtle to be
caught by you. Please stay in the sea, and live with me till parted by death,”
she said, and introduced him to her father, Hachidai Ryu’o, or the Dragon
King, who then entertained Urashima as the bridegroom with all sorts of

“He is a beau, like

delicacies. The palace was as gorgeous as Kikenjo Castle where
Taishakuten, or Sakra Devanam Indra, usually resides.

“Will you come near us, our honoured

“Tt is too heartless
of you to boil me,” said an octopus.
There aren’t special dishes except fishes, but the chef will boil a
We hope the bride and bridegroom are firmly

guest?
speaking octopus for you.
united in mutual love forever,” said the Dragon King.

Later, on a fine day, Oto-himé guided Urashima out of the water onto an

_
|
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island, where they enjoyed drinking. Then dozens of people came out of the
sea and landed on the island. They began to talk among themselves.
Though stark naked, they were exactly like human beings in outward
appearance. When they saw saké, they were astonished. As they came
near, looking with wistful eyes, Urashima treated them all to a drink. They
were delighted beyond measure, and gave him textiles that looked like fine
silk as tokens of gratitude.

Urashima stayed in Rytga for three years, but began to feel homesick.
So he expressed a strong wish to return home for a short time and then later
“Please come back again,” said Oto-himé. She gave

Urashima felt her

come back to Ryugu.
him two caskets, telling him never to open them.
behaviour to be that of an annoying widow.

After taking leave of her, Urashima carried the two caskets on his back,
It is
written in Hakubutsu-shi (Natural History) that all sides in heaven and

rode on a big turtle, and returned to his birthplace in an instant.
earth are connected by seawater, and that the earth is in it. It was in the
reign of the twenty-second Emperor Yiryaku that Urashima went to Ryugu,
and in the reign of the fifty-third Emperor Jun'na that he returned to this
world. In the meantime three hundred and forty-eight years had passed.
Back in his old home, while worshiping a local deity, Urashima
encountered a beautiful woman named Nyoi-himé who was in fact the very
The

young lady was also charmed by Urashima as he was a handsome man, and

image of his old self. Urashima proceeded to fall in love with her.

gave him a comb, saying, “If I were not a candidate for queenship, I would

MIZUNOE-NO-URASHIMA: TSUI-NO-TAMATEBAKO

sleep with you. Could you wait for a little?” As for Urashima, he gave her
one of the two caskets which he brought from Ryugu.

Now, his birthplace was not what it had been. Urashima asked an old
man nearby in surprise, to which he replied, “There was once a man called
Mizunoé-no-Urashima, who went to the sea and never came back. So they
say. It was about three hundred and fifty years ago.” Urashima was
amazed, and wanted to ask Oto-himé about the truth, but could not find his
way back to Rytgli. Not knowing what to do, he opened the casket which
Oto-himé had given him. Instantly a purple trail of smoke rose from the
casket. Urashima turned into an old man and immediately died. They say
it was the first year of the Tencho era.

It is

believed that Kukai, a noted priest in the Heian period, obtained the casket

Nyoi-himé, who became queen, later entered a Buddhist convent.
which the queen had received from Urashima. According to Genko
Shyakusho, this was called Shiunkyo and had been a treasure at Ryugu. It
is recorded in Shosha Ichiran that Urashima has been deified as Amino-
daimyojin for this strange event. .
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ABSTRACT : This article comprises a reprint of Mizunoé-no-Urashima: Tsui-no-Tamatebako in the possession of Itoi Bunko [Itoi Library] in Maizuru
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City, with notes, an abridged modern Japanese version, and its English translation.

abroad.
Key Words : Itoi Bunko, Urashima legends, Kuro-hon, Ao-hon
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