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Utsuki Nishu, an International-Minded Buddhist, and His Age

Shin’ichi YOSHINAGA, Mirai NAKAGAWA and Koji OSAWA

ABSTRACT : Utsuki Nishu (1893-1951) was a priest of Nishi Honganji sect as well as a professor of
English at Ryukoku University. He studied English in America and Eruope from 1917 to 1922. He
helped William McGovern to organize Mahayana Association, which tried to convey the teachings of
Mahayana Buddhism to the Western World. Also he associated himself with Beatrice Suzuki and D. T.
Suzuki to organize Mahayana Lodge of the Theosophical Society (Adyar, India). Before the W.W.II he
was sento to the South East Asia to survey the religious situations there. During W.W.II he stayed in

Hong Kong to start a religious conference of Buddhists and Christians. His name is not known even to the

researchers of the history of modern Buddhism, but the rich documents he left in his temple are an

important clue with which to see the unknown aspects of the process of Japanese Buddhism’s

internationalization.

Key Words : William McGovern. M. T. Kirby, Ryukoku University, Mahayana Association, Theosophy, Koa
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