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Abolition of the Han system
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A Study About the Management of Japanese Ships, Diplomatic Documents and Travel
Documents at the Wakan in the Period Before and After the Abolition of the Han
System

Masashi MAKINO*
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Abstract: 1 investigated the diplomatic documents (£22) and the travel documents (WXUE) , which permitted
Japanese ships to enter the Wakan, especially used in 1871. By doing so, the following facts were clarified.
According to a document, 61 Japanese ships entered the Wakan 1871 and used 86 #H2Z and XUE intotal. FHHZ
and "XWE were written in the same as before, even after the han system had been abolished on 14th of the July.
In the Edo period, #2Z and WUE were supposed to be written by Tsushima’s feudal lord, and Japanese ships
without these documents were not permitted to inter the Wakan. However, the Abolition of the han system
deprived Tsushima’s feudal lord of his status. In spite of this situation, %2 and PXUE continued to be published
and used in the name of Tsushima’s feudal lord who no longer existed. In conclusion, 2% and PXUE violating

the rules had been used after the Abolition of the han system.

Key words: HE WIE Wakan, Abolition of the han system



